2

NEW YOREK JOURNAL, TUESDAY. DECEMBER 6, 1898,

:
:
3
:
:
:
:
:
E
:

Everythin
burned, was

A R R S e S S S O S S PSR

To

an adjololng mom

+

Judge David M. Newburger's Office in Home Life Building.
[Photographed 'ty a Jourmsl Artist ]
was destroyed except the Judge's safe,

His Ibrary, which

to . that shown.
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Unoccupied Office on Sixteenth Floor, Home Life Building.

[Phiotogfaphed by a Jourmal Aridst.]

Ruins In the foreground show where a suppoasd fireprocf brick wall stood.

floor caved in by the steel girder.
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Office in N. W. Gotner Home Life Building, 15th Floot.
(Photographed by a Journal Arthst.)

The openings In front are windows, that on the right js where the flameés pene-

trited the side wall of brick. Through the hole dn the floor Is a glimpee of tha gtreet,
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COST A MILLION TO TEACH NEW YORK A LESSON ON SKY SCRAPERS
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Have D?&ged the
Law as to Iron

Shutters.

After a survey of the Home Lle!H+++H+++H++H++++H++++++HH++HWW

buildinag at a distance I do not

think it is so impaired ns fo re-|

guire rebuilding. The steel girders
were o incased in terra cotta and
sunlk into the cement floor that
they were not sabjected to the in-
tensity of the flames,—XAPOLEON LE
BRUNN, architect of the Home Life Bulld-
Ing, In an Jutervlew,

The Inaw does not provide for the
safeiy of persons who ocecupy the
ppper floors of the tell bulldings.
1 cannot fall to realize the peril of
persons on the upper floors shounld
a fire get o grasp well up ia =
skyscraper during business houars—
FIRD CHIEF BONNER, in an interview.

There were two oplilons yesterday ns to
the lessons to be deéduced from Sunday
night’s big fire, which started in Rogers,
Peet & Co.'s clothing warehouse, at War-
ren street and Broadway, and for a time
threatemed to destroy the two so-called
fireproof sky-scrapirs #4 the south of It.

The first and fase \ble view of the situa-
tien whs volred by . yperintendent of Bulld.
ings Brady; the pessimlistic gide of the
questlon waa expounded by architects and
insurance mem.

Superintendent Brady declared that In

\ his gplnlon the bollding of the Home Life
Insurance Company wos really fireproof,
and that but for the magnificent fashion
In. which {t had resisted the progress of
the unprecedented blaze, which originated
fu the clothing store next door, the streets
In the vicinlty would have been under the
gourd of the militin, while the Astor House
would probébly have had to be blown up
with dynamite.

On the other band, Hugh Damb, &

Saved Home
Building.
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They WouldHave Frame and Walls Barred the Flames

Stood Fierce
‘Heat.

+444444 44

YRR Y Ywe

|
i.
;

nnin

[

prominent architect, who designed, among|
other aky-scrapers, the handsome new

bullding of the German-American Life In-
surance Company, af No. 36 Nassau street,
declared positively that owing to the smsll
sconomles practised by ownpers, none of the
po-called fireproof sky-scrapers Is really fire-
proof,

Shutters Would Have Saved It

Among the rensons Instanced by bim for

this condition of things Is the fact that|
owners constantly dodge that section of the!
bulidise laws of the clty which requires
them to provide windows overlooking the
roofs of other and smaller dwelllogs with)
iron shutters. Mr. Lamb sald thet had the’
windows of the Home Life Insurance Build-'
ing heen thus protected nearly a nuarter of|
& miiHon of dollars of property
been saved from destruction,
Superintendent Brady .of the Depuriment
of Bullding=, when guestioned yesterday on |
this point, admlitted that there was such a
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How a Sky-Scraper Is Gr
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owded with Little Rooms

regulation, except io cases where the own-|
‘ors of the bulldings secured an exemplion | réd44444444+444 4444444444
from its provisions. ' B +
“When we think ' sald he “that the § p 4
building itself is sufficiently ﬂrePrnof. wel 4 +I
relieve owners of the responsibliity of) g 4
putting up these shuttors [+ =il
“The nécessity of patting vp shutters Inj4 +!
the Home Life Inaurance Bulldlog was dis-| o +|
cissed at the time of its completion. The| 4 t
bullding wns thought to be fireproof, and <+ |

£n it was—as fireproof as 1t Is possihle to
mnke a bullding unless the floors are
cement and the door and window frames
Iromn. |

*The owners explained to the Board of
_E‘xlmivrs nt the time that tenants ob-!
Jeoted %o lros shotters, becansp they Inter.
fered with thelr supply of light, and that
if the shutters were put in the tenants
would go out. We therefore decided that
the shuttera were not unecessary In cuses
where bulldings were to all Intents and
purposes absolutely fireproof,

“Absolutely Fireprooi.”

“Now, I regard lest night's fire na n
demonstration of the absolutely fAreproof
eharacter of such bulldings ns the Home

R AR R R R R TR TaSees

Life. It successfully resisted the spread
of a hluwe which, had It not been rmg-.lm!
i suel 8 barrier. wonldd bave probebiy

epread heyond all bounds and effectually
rosisted the offorts of the Fire Department
to contre! It. In other words, bad it _not
heen for the Interposition of the Home Life
bulldinfmme streets in the vicinity of the
grent would now be In charge of the
milltle and it would bave been necessary,
In all probability. to biow up many bulld-

gs such as, for Instance, the Astor House,
to prevent the further spredd of the fre.”

’ “None Really Fireproof.™

The opposite side of this loteresting ques.
tiop was presented by Hugh Lamb, of the
firmy of architeets, Lamb & Rich, of No. 35
Nagaay street. -,
*The sotaal fact Is,"" said he, “that none
oF very faw of our so-called sky serapers|
[ They wonld burn as

ire really fAreproof, |
B ufder the stress of a hot fire as did |
e Home Life Insuratce bullding. As;
qﬂ’g ag our tall bulldings are fdited out |
with wood finlahlogs and wooden floors so |
long will they be nu onsy mark for fire, nr|
course, the danger would be minlmized If
the floors were of cement and the other In- |
terfor fnighings o

f Ipon; but this would be |

more meive.  No  so-ealled fireproof |
bl idin iﬁe the Home Life, provided with |
Hght afts In which are miny windows,

ean resist a fire llke that of lost night.
“Now, the law requires that all sueh win-
dows be provided with lron shutters, hut
the luw is unifermiy evaded. Both ovwners
ang tenants object to them, the former be-
mm %hey are an addéd expense, and the
lﬁr use they shut off thelr lghe.
o shutiers, elther on the ountelde or
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Battalion Chief Croker Glving Or-
ders to his Men,

slidlng iron screens on the inslde, shouid
be Prr_«\'lded for all such bulldings. Better
still, asbestos cortains should be attached
to the exposed sldes of all sneh bulldings,
These cartains might he so affixed to the
toranlees thar they wonld fall autoematically
at a certoln Jigh temperature.

Napoleon Le Hrun, the architect whb
cor—trooted (he Howte Life Dullding, saigd
yesterday:

“After a survey of the hullding st a
distance. 1 do noet think It so Impoired as
to u?mn-. rebullalng, although mueh of the
marble front must be replaced. The stoel
girders were so Incased in terta ootts, nnd
sunk Into the cement four, that they were

Hdrop:

not sulijected to the intensity of the fames
ontaide thelr covering, The npper part of
the building appears 1o stand plamb. The
lrep work In stalrways and shafts, no
doulbt makes the Ilnterlor of the bollding
lonk like a wresk, but T am pretty sure
the frame I8 gound.

“lt 18 simewhat remarkable that an ex-
posed steel beam across the open court
should to-day Jl&:pl':ir to have sngged oply a
littie. "The effcet of lust night's wind
agalust the open shaft, wm:k;ui that' of
e l'-:nwpllm driving flame o gh object to
be melted, That {t d1d not melt was mar-
velloiw, This encaurnges us to helleve
that the protected eivders Inside will be
tound It good condlitlon.”

Burned Till Dawn,

The fOre which raged with fury In the
Rogera-Peet, Home Life and Postal Tale-
groph bulldings all Sunddy night contihued
to burn uutil yesterday's dawn. Then the
Rogers-Peet hufldlug was geen to be a heap
of smoking rulns with ouly the wall facing
Brosdway, und a portion of that fronting
ot Warren sireet, stapding. These walls
were ln an excepdingly shoky conditlon, and
Chief Bouner looked for thelr fall at any
moment. He naccordingly made arrnnge-
ments to pull them down.

Men were at work all night in the top
fivor of the Home Life Dutlding shoring

{op the rickety front wall, which bad been

1 STARTLING FACTS %
¥ABOUT SKY-SCRAPERS 3
1 Nember of bulldingas In New York 3
| City that are higher than the |
+ rapid-working limif of the Fire De- 4|
+ partment: +

20 atorles ... .. 117 storigs ..... 6
26 storles ... 1/10 storles ..... 4 :
23 storles ,.... 2014 storles .,... 3 4|
22 atorles ..... 318 storles ..... 8 L

21 storles . . 3|12 storles ..... T

20 stories ..... o| 11 storles .....18

19 storles ..... 4| 10 storles ,....10

18 storles ,..., 4| —
+ L1y e e P aws S a¥is 82 x
Number of persons who are dally -+

Hving and working above the line

of safety (the nioth floor) in these
bulldings—44,000, :
$+++++++++'¢-¢+*H+4-H+++++

Ing stones welghlog from o hundred-
Welght to balf a ton Into the lstreet. One |
of the stones narrowly missed  gronp of |
workmen in the sireet. The Hlanq of the|
bullding were congulted to And the polnts
capable of sustalnipg the most strain, and
timbers were get In place to dAlstributa the
wolght of the wall and of the safes upon
thesa stringpleces.

The men worked by the flaring light of
great tank torches, such as are unoF In|
streei rallway constructlon work at nleht,
apd the flames showing at the windows
eeeméd to Indleate to persong passing a
fresh outburst of the fire. TIf It had been
A wew blaze the firemen could only bhove
let 1t burn,

In this eonnection Battalion Chief Ed-
watd Croker sal?: “There ought to be a few
ecompelling the owners and bullders of so-
enlled fire-proof bulldings to Insert two and
one-half Inch stand plpes on every flnor, for
use in just such emergencles as thW. IT
thls had been the cage In the Home Life
bullding, we should hdve been able to reach
the top floors, provided we had the water
pressure.

“In this buollding, bowever, we had to
vely ‘upon the tank pressure, which grew
wenker the higher up we went., We conld
have handled this fire with ease If, for ex-

JULIAN RIX'S PAINTINGS,

Owing to th t interest ahown in thess paint-
1:(5, now at Wu‘% Art Gal!nur. llll:u exhibltion
I comtinue until Thursday evening. .

from Ravaging
the City.
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Good Material fora Fire in a “Fire~

proof*” Building.
(Photogmphed by a Journal Artist.)
his 1a the private office of Henry M.
Bristol, manager of the metropolitan de-
artment of the Home Life Insurance
jompany. It ls on the third floor, and
waos notouched by the flames or water.

ample, [t had originated In the lower stories |
of the Home Life bullding. It only goes to |
show that none of these blg bullillogs are
réally fire-proof.
Danger in the Street.

Brondwny between Warren and Murray
streets was roped out of traffie yesterday
on account of the fear lest the walls of

either the Rogers, Peet' bullding or. the
Home Life might fuall outward. Sueh an
contingency seemed jmmingent any moiment
In the ease of the ndsupported walls of the
Itogers, Peet building. Experts who ex-
amined the scorched and blstered upper
gtorieg of the Home Life Bulldlng declarad
that the onter walls were at least six
Inches out of plumb and would have to be
removed from the seventh story up. Only
after the removal of the outer walls will It
be posslble to discover whether the steel
framme swork of theé bullding Is uninjured.
It may be the entire bullding Wil have to
b bullt over agaln.

The Broafdway south bound cable ecars
were gwitehed to the porth bDound tracks
at Warren street yesterday, those wishing
to continue their journey being obliged to
skirt the ¢rowd by o long detoir and toke
horse carg on the south slde of Murray

Higher Water
Preisi.lre.

Mon ste}—fﬁo ve for‘ New Yc:r;Roused

|
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to Dangers on
Top_F_lgors.

“Fire Proof” Only
in Part Now,
Say @;Eerts. |

Why So-called “Fite Proof” Buildings Burn from Floor to Floor.

of careful selection, went up In smoke.

Lewis L. Delufield, seeretary of the Rapid
Transit Commisslon, which had offlces In
the Home Life Bunu.lup sild  yesterdns
that most of the valuable phapers of the
Commisslon were In hls own offlee at No,
111 Broadway.

Reglster Isage Fromme had offices on
the twelfth floor of the Home Life Build-
lng. Mr. Fromme lost bis law ‘llbrary,
warth about £5,000; oo Insurance, All his
private papers were destroyed.

CHIEF BONNER TELLS
WHERE DANGER LIES.

Hugh Bonner, Chlef of the Flre Depart-
ment, sald yesterday:

“The rapld worklng lmit of the Fire De-
partment is fAbput the ninth flogr. Of
conrse, we cnn get far above that by haul-
Ing hoke up on the outside of bulidings aod
splicing sections together,

“I hive long held that there ought to be
a limit to the helght of bulldings. The run-
niog up of lofty -kf-acrnpem I8 & mennce
ond g danger, and It Ia partienlarly so on
acconnt of the laxity of the present bmild-
Ing laws, !

“ihe lpw does not glrovide for the
safety of persons who occn
upper floors of the txll buil
‘Flre proof’
termed, are not reguired to have

fire escapes, unless in the judgment
of the bullding Inspector, they are

there are no fire escapes on the ma-
jority of the loftiest bulldingws in
thin city. . J

“T am not oo alirmist, and do not wish
to be considered as such, vet I canpot fail
to reallze the peril of Tvmons on theé npper
floors shionld & fire ke that of Suoday
night get o grasp well up o one of the
sky-soripers dirlng business hours. The
fire would be fought with the utmost dglift.
enlty, and there wight be loge of life os
well ng loss of property.

“What Is Imperntively necded 18 a strin-
gent law cilllng elther for an outside fire
eégcape or a4 #econd Inslde stalpway well
away from the otlier stnfrway and from the
elevatars.

“It la pot only gome office Bulldings that
rike above thé eapld working limit with-
onut neaded precantions, but even a few ho-

street. These cars werps pressed Into the
servive by the rallroad \-ru_npzi.uf \'e%y early, |
No persons, no matter what thelr business |
nor where thelr offices, were permlitted to |
piss the fire lines, and many ludlerous in-
cidents resulted from (his siriogency, as
in the case¢ of & man who left hls office
ot No. 4 Warren street to go to lanch,
minus his overcont, and spent the vest of
the day shiveringly appealing to the pollce
to permlt him to go and geg It
Mr. Croker Pnases the Lines,

Notwithetanding the rule, however, Rlch-

ard Croker and Andrew Freedman, who

came along about 1:30 o'clock, were nl-
lowed to pass the lines Da[lmt‘ Chlet
Croker flew to the rescue of his ilnﬁman
when the latter was challenged by Fore-
man Russell, of the Bullding Department.

The Houte Life Butlding was bullt by the
firm of Le Bron & Sons, of No, T Madison
nvenue., Mr. Nupoleon Lo Bruo, after a
su‘mrﬁc!nI survey of the bullding, sald he
did not belleve the steel strocture of the
burned out floors had been so Impalred gs
to nesd reballdiog.

Insnfance mep rogsrd the fAre In the
Home Life Buliding as an  eye-opener,
Hitherto they have been tumbllng over
one another fo take such risks, regardl
tliem as "eope;er—llued cinches,” Ha nunl-
veranl was thls opinlon that the rate on
gky-scrapers was &% low ns 156 cents for
three years, |

Presldent Melgille H. Stone, of the
Greenwlich Flre Insurance Company, said
yesterday that while no conceérted actlon
might be tnken by lpsurance men In view
of the recent fire, there corld be no doubt
that most of them would be more careful
In future about takinfg risks on sky-Serap-
[nﬁ alleged fire-proof  buildings.

The Insufance on the Home Life Build-
ing, while qulte well dlgtriboted, was |
mainly carrled by the Sun and Conllaental
compuules, Myers & Kdie, the [hsurance
brokers. of No. 40 Wllliam street, sald
gmyrt‘lny that the enflre Insorance on the

ome Life Bolldiag did not amount to
more than $800,000,

More than 400 tensnts had their business
offices in the quer storles of the Homa
Life Building. These lost much :xpensive
furniture and many valuable Pn s, Valu-
Able law lbraries, accomuyln In years

tels In the clty conte npder the same olassi-
fileatlon. )

“And there should bhe an absolute proli-
bition of bullding Rr-)}mting stonework
sich a8, cracked by the heat, fell in a con-
stant shower on Suynday nlght, to the can-
stant jmperiliing of the lives of the fires
men, "

GIGANTIC MOVE FOR
HIGHER WATER PRESSURE

A propbeition to provide sufliclent pres-
sure of water to reacli the tops of the high-
est bulldings In the city was presenteq to
the Hoaml of Publle Improvemesnts about
three months ngo, und Is now on file lu that
department. It wis signed by the New
York Board of Fire Underwniters.

To It were attnched petitlons favoring
the plan, slgned by Jolin H. Washbnrn,
vice-president «of the Homa Iusurpnce Colu-
pany, and by the offigers of all the fae in-
surnnes companies and sssoclations doing
business in New Yoyk. BEighty of the lead-
Ing renl estate owners and brokers, and the
owners of all the big bulldipgs, slgned
separately. Two hundred and fifty mer-
chants in the dry goods distrlel, bankers
?nd others, nlso urged It ovep thelp signa-
ures,

These lists were aguln supplemented hy
& memorial to the Leglsinturs signed by
the Merchants' Commlttee of Fiftesn, and:
supported by all the bunks, trust compu-
nles and 350 merchants of all kinds. The
petitioners sald they represented property
worth $3,000,000,000.

The plan of the fire onderwriters was
to dellver sn abundint supply by gravity
at a pressure due to an elevation of not
less  thern thriee hundred  feet above tlde
level, In order to sechre this 1t is pur-
posed to tap the water sources of the Ram-
apo and Adlrondack mountnins.

““As the helght of DbDuildings has in-
crensed,'” the pettioners say, ‘‘and the resl-
dentinl districts bhave extended to higher
ground, the Croton water delivery lhas

the |
Yxlnmc. !
bulidings, as they fre |

deemed necessary, and as o resnlt )

+
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Asbestos curtain to bé
opzrated automatically.
Tha only adequate dévice
for the prolection of out-
side windows fram fire.
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One Way to Protect WIndowks.

The design I8 deawn from suggestions
mude b rehiteet Hugh Lamb, of this
clty. The curtains, he says, may be so
affized to the cornices that they would
fall automationliy at high temperature.

thoustinds of bulldlegs the water does ont
rige above the first floor. All large bulld-
ings, and thousands of residences, have
foree pumps.”

The leadug Insurapece converus say they
wlll now ask for actlon on the appeal.

COMMISSION WILL NOW
FRAME BULLDING CODES.

The 3eCall resolutlon, authorizing the
presldent of the Counell and the president
of the Board of Aldermen to appoint a
Bullding Ceode Commission, was signed by
Mayor Vamw Wyek yesterday. Showing hig
apprecintlon of the Journal's pleén of

The pgreatest newspaper ever
published will be the Christmas
number of the Sunday Journal—
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i’ LOSSES AT THE BIG
Space bensath the fleor only par e BROADWAY FIRE.
Space between gl Irel PRGOS 1) ! |
filled with cament. '?hrfa\:" Gﬂlf‘.’iﬂy tially filled with nt, laaving sp I | Home Life Building...8200,000
N1g Way & fire | of fire. This Is the P& To tenamis in build-
proof building should be constructed for draught in case 3 1
8 way fire-proof buildings in New York -+ ing L L L 100,000
S constracted <+ Rogern, Peet & Cols
b 8 DRIlAINE «oveeassees 200,000 4
Rogers, Peet & Cp.'s ;
= SEOCK ..o iisssansess 100,000
Other tenants ...ss.« 30,000
3 Postal Telegraph
1y e - gt Bullding «..vcpwes+a 205,000
United States Life
| Bullding ... csnsees 25,000
%- TOTAL LOSS , .4 es =« « $680,000
urgeney In this Important matter, His

iki'rwr only held the ordinance a doy and a
e ]

The resolution calls for seven ex) “In
the selence and practiee of hullding, who
shall have boen epgaged not less than five
penrs: in business on' thelr own agcount in
the elty of New York, and who shal] be
residents nand voters in the eity, a repre-
sentatlve of the Corporation unsel ex-
officlo and the Board of Bulldlngs, enn-
sisting, of the Commisgloner for the bor.
oughs of Manhattan and the Brenx auni
the two Commigsioners for Brooklyn,
Queens and Richmond."”

SCANNELL SAYS WE NEED
NEW WAYS TO FIGHT FIRE

John J. Scannell, Fire Oommissioner, said
vesterday: *“You may talk as you please
abont fireproof bulldinga. There Is no such
thing.

“I belleve Bundsy ulght's fire will have
a good effect in opening people’s eyes to
the necegsity of flre precautions for sky-
sorapers. It fs all nonsense to suppose
thut because & bollging ls made of steel
awfd prick, and s anywhere from ten to
twenty storles high, that ft will not burn.

“*“We may have to revolutlonlze our
methods of fire fAghting to meet new ¢o
dltlons. I helleve It 1s perfectly feuﬂll]n
to lny water maips under the street, con-
neeting with the Hast and North rivers,
In ense of fire In one of the tall bulldings
our fire boats could then act as pumps
and foree the anlt water through thess
malng with o foree far more powerful thay
can ordinarlly be obtaloed by a fire en-
gine working at the Croton hydrant.”

Rend the *"Wants."
Reng the ‘‘“Wants,”
Retil the “Wanta,™ ®
GRADY LOOMS UP
AS SENATE LEADER

Richard Croker Says He Seems to Be
the Choles of the Tammany
Delegation.

Thoinas F. Grady leoomed up yesterday
#s the cholee of Tammeny Hall foy the
floor lendershlp of the new State Benate.
Richard Croker told politieal friends that
he understood Mt Gmdy wis the prefer-

ence of the Tammany Senators,
After the recent conference beiween Sen-
ator Murphy and Mr, Croker, Senator Pat-

I'rlek H. MceCarren's frienda asald that these

leaders preferred the Brooklyn man. !

But Grady's admirers have been at rk
among the Tammany members, and, It Is
anld, have secured pledges from practically
every ont of the twelve, The total nugll};t'r
of Demoerntly Senators s twenty-three.
Bhould Grady get only the Tammany vote
he would win by one majority.

MoeCarren Is sure of seven votes helow
the Harlem, and his friends are playlng for
the four whove. The entire Kings County
delegatlon i= behing him.

The dispute over the Senatorial leader-
ship does not Involve that of the Assembly.
The selectlon of George M. Palmer, of
fchoharie, as told exclusively In the Jour-
nul, stands. !

'Rheumatism

is one of the troubles peculiar to this
geason, owlng to the overworked con-
dition of the liver and kidneys, which
are unable to expel the impurities from
the blood. Hood's Sarsaparilla is won-
derfully successful in curing this dis-
eage, It neuntralizes the acid in the
Blood and permanently cures the aches
and palns which other medicine fails
to relleve.

“I have suffered untold agony from
rheumatism, which has afflicted ma for
many years. I took & great many kinds
of medicine, but with very little bene-
fit, But since using slx hottles of
Hood's Sarsaparilla Y find myself en-
tirely cured of that dreadful disease,”
Mrs. B. A, Alverson, Pleasant Valley,

N L sk
Hood’'s Sarsanarilla

I8 Amerlca's Greatest Medlcine.

steadlly yone down lower and lower. In

out next Sunday,

Hood's Pifis cure all Liver T, 28e,

¢



